was at the head of the Nan- 
semond, Petersburg at the 
head of the Appomattox 
River, and Richmond at the 
head of the James River. But 
it had this advantage, it was 
the meeting place for 
prominent Virginians and 
North Carolinians to discuss 
different matters relative to 
the government of the two 
provinces. 

On June 29th, 1711, Virginia 
sent troops to help North 
Carolina in the merciless 
Indian war that was then 
raging, and these troops 
were met at South Quay by a 
fleet of vessels which took 
them to the scene of conflict. 
In December, 1712, a great 
many prisoners taken in the 
bloody Indian war that was 
then raging in North Carolina 
were sent to South Quay and 
delivered to the Virginia 
authorities there. (See N.C. 
State Papers, Vol. 1, page 
891). 

On December 7, 1713, 
Governor Alexander Spott- 
swood visited the place to 
attend a conference of North 
Carolina officials, but only 
two persons came from that 
state to discuss the situation 
in the state at that time, 
which had been brought 
about by the recent Indian 
wars. As the governor of 
North Carolina did not attend 
in person, Governor Spott- 
swood was not so well 
pleased, especially as he had 
made the trip over land in the 
dead of winter. 

From the above date, South 
Quay eppears to have grown 
in importance and by the 
time of the Revolutionary 
War, it was ready to become 
one of the most strategic 
points in Virginia. It was hard 
for the British fleet to patrol 
all the ocean entrances to the 


DETAIL of the flintlock 
mechanism of a Penn- 
sylvania rifle made in the 
early 1800s. Repeating rifles 
weren’t developed until 1860. 
(National Museum of 
History and Technology) 


North Carolina sound waters, 
and then too, most of those 
entrances were protected by 
American _ letter-of-marque 
vessels. 

Large warehouses had 
been built there for the 
reception of goods, especially 
tobacco. Early in 1778, so 
important had the place 
become that an army 
quartermaster’s depot was 
established there, and wagon 
trains were being assembled 
in different sections to carrry 
the supplies to Suffolk, 
Portsmouth, Williamsburg 
and other places. In 1776, 
South Quay became a port for 
importation of foreign trade 
with a custom house and 
North Carolina complained 
about the revenue collected 
there. 

_ Before the Revolution, a 
shipyard had been 
established at South Quay for 
in July, 1776, two gallies were 
built there for the North 
Carolina colonial navy, when 
they were completed, they 
were large enough to go to 
sea. The sail cloth, anchors 
and 12 pound cannon at Bath 
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Nansemond’s Towns Grew Despite Fires And Wars 


were furnished these ships to 
protect Ocracoke Inlet from 
the British. The next year, 
1777, they were completed, 
and by that time, there was 
much trade from Virginia, 
North and South Carolina 
going via Soyth Quay. 

By 1778, it had suddenly 
grown in importance, several 
American vessels being 
dispatched there at one time 
with supplies for the quar- 
termaster’s department of 
the Continental Army. In 
looking over the accounts we 
find that the Quaker boot and 
shoemakers of the Alber- 
marle or eastern sections of 
North Carolina were busily 
engaged in their trade, their 
products were secured, 
shipped to South Quay, by 
water, and then carried by 
wagon train to the army in 
the field. Clothes and 
blankets were sent from the 
New River section of North 
Carolina the same way. Sail 
cloth, and ship rigging were 
coming there from foreign 
ports, sugar from the West 
Indies and on the 19th of 
December, 1778, Captain 
Boritz in the ‘‘Heart of Jesus’”’ 
landed 22 French Cannon 
made of Swedish iron for the 
government of Virginia, and 
was paid 150 pounds of 
tobacco for 100 pounds of 
cannon metal. Salted and 
other provisions were being 
shipped by Governor Richard 
Caswell from almost every 
quarter in North Carolina to 
this depot to be sent to ther 
army in the north, 60 pounds 
of pork being in one con- 
signment from New Bern. 
Foreign manufactured cloth, 
and linens were being 
received and distributed 
from there, some of the 
cargoes being valued at as 


Yet, it proved such a thorn 
in the flesh of the British in 
the prosecution of the war 
that in July, 1781, a British 
force of 700 men was 
dispatched against it, and it 
was burned Julv.16th, 1781, 
less than six months before 
the final battle of Yorktown. 
The large warehouses filled 
with rum, tobacco and other 
public military stores were 
all destroyed as well as 150 


‘Ibs. of sugar at the home of a 


Mr. Manning in the vicinity 
and nine hundred weight of 
ship rigging. The same writer 
says that many tories in 
Nansemond joined the British 
at that time. In 1787, the South 
Quay inspector’s salary was 
45 Pounds and a flour in- 
spector was appointed. 

This was apparently a 
death blow to South Quay, as 
the entire state was overrun 
by the British, yet in a few 
years after the surrender at 
Yorktown, it revived, and 
was ready to serve the 
country again in the same 
way in the War of 1812. 

The Americanism of its 
people is seen in the fact that 
the early Baptists planted a 
church in the vicinity, 
established in 1785, with 24 
members, (Old South Quay) 
and for many years, it was a 
prosperous church. Before 
1785, Nansemond’ county 
extended beyond the Black- 
water and the Nottaway 
Rivers, hence, the old church 
site was originally in Nan- 
semond county, though it is 
now in Southampton County. 

In 1787, a flour inspector 
was again appointed for 
South Quay, and _ tobacco 
inspection revived and it 
became a naval district with 
a naval officer in charge, and 
he had to live there. In time it 
became a post village or 
office, it being on a long stage 
route to North Carolina 
points. 
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During the War of 1812, this 
port again came into its own, 
and did good service for the 
state and nation as it did in 
the dark days of the 
Revolution. 

In 1825, when General 
Lafayette visited Virginia, he 
visited his friend, Col. John 
Dorland near South Quay, 
and the table used on that 
occasion is still preserved. 
The general was entertained 
in the large colonial brick 
house still standing on the 
James Lawrence farm which 


was known as ‘Piney 
Pleasant.” 
Chapter VII 
HOLLAND 


Holland is situated in the 
western part of the county, on 
the Southern Railway, and on 
the state highway from 
Portsmouth to South Quay, 
and then on into North 
Carolina passed by this place. 
It was then known as 
Holland’s Corner, and a 
country store had been kept 
there for generations by 
members of the Holland 
family. One kept the store 
and farmed, the customers 
making a sign when they 
arrived and he left his field 
and served them. After the 
war of 1861-65, Zachary T. 
Holland opened up a store 
and became a good merchant 
with a lucrative trade and 
accumulated a good fortune 


a 
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for that day, being one of the 
wealthiest men of his section. 
One other store began 
business in the vicinity before 
the days of the railroad. In 
the early days, goods had to 
be hauled overland from 
Suffolk twelve miles or from 
Carrsville about four miles 
distant. 

‘In the late eighties, the 


Atlantic and Danville 
railroad was opened up, 
passing near _ Holland’s 


Corner, but crossing the old 
South Quay road a little to the 
west of the cross roads. A 
depot was established there, 
and a town was planned and 
begun and renamed Holland, 
in what was then a piece of 
woods. Mr. I.A. Luke was one 
of the first to begin to build, 
he having cut down the first 
tree on the new town site. 
Business soon moved to the 
new place and more mer- 
cantile houses were opened 
and residence began to be 
built, and it continued to 
thrive until January 1, 1910, 
when the whole town was 
practically destroyed by fire. 
The citizens began at once to 
rebuild, but with a better 
class of buildings, many of 
the frame _ stores and 
dwellings being replaced with 
brick ones. 

It is situated in a fine 
farming section and has a 
fine trade with the people of 
that section and even from 
North Carolina. It has three 
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cotton gins, wood work and 
blacksmith shops, two peanut 
storage warehouses and pork 
packing establishments. 
WHALEYVILLE 
This was a farming section 
prior to 1847, when the 


Jackson Brothers Company -‘ 


of Salisbury, Md., embarked 
in the lumber business in that 
section. As late as 1876 it was 
only a cross roads in a large 
opening. Mr. Seth Mitchell 
Whaley bought a farm and 
moved there in December, 
1877. The narrow gauge 
railroad from Suffolk to 
Whaleyville was built in 1876 
to haul the lumber to the 
Nansemond river from 
whence it was shipped. 
Messrs James Parker and 
Clarence F. Norment built 
the first store there. Up until 
1884 the lumber business had 
been carried on with small 
mills, but in that year a large 
modern sawmill was built by 
Jackson Brothers Company, 
and soon Jackson & Company 
opened a large commissary 
store. The place then began to 
grow rapidly, the railroad 
was extended to bring in the 
logs, which had been cut as 
far as eight miles from the 
mill before it, was built. 


CHAPTER IX 
Crittenden 


Crittenden is situated in the 
northwestern part of the 
county on Chuckatuck creek. 
The James River Bridge 


— 
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1775: The clash is coming. 


Patrick Henry has never been one to hold his tongue. Ten years ago, he spoke 
out against the notorious Stamp Act in the Virginia House of Burgesses. They 
called him a firebrand. Some accused him of treason. But he spoke until the 
older, comfortable conservatives finally got off their seats and backed his 
resolution to condemn the taxes. The storm clouds have thickened over these 
ten years. By now, they’re about to explode. And Patrick Henry’s words are still 
moving us toward the cloudburst. Today, he is not only eloquent, but prophetic. 
“I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give 
me death!” In just one month, we’ll face our first clash of arms at Lexington. 
Our first fight for liberty. * 
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PLANTERS 


A DIVISION OF STANDARD BRANDS 


SUFFOLK 


Corporation’s road passes 
there, it has ferry com- 
munication with Newport 
News, and has _ telephone 
communication through 
Smithfield. The village began 


about 1873 when many lots 


were sold from a tract of 
land. It became a post village 
in 1879 with Capt. James H. 
Crittenden as the first 
postmaster and the place was 
named for him, -the mail 
coming via Chuckatuck three 


Business....... PLANTERS 


times per week. 

Soon after the village was 
established a ship yard with 
marine railway was 
established, and this industry 
has grown until there are a 
number of men employed by 
the yards. Many of the 
inhabitants are oyster 
planters and dealers, using 
their boats for oystering and 
fishing in season, and for 
running truck to Norfolk for 
the truckers on the Nan- 


semond river and_ its 
tributaries in the summer. 
Eclipse 


Eclipse is just north of 
Crittenden and they are 
practically one town. Eclipse 
being close touch with 
Newport News as the ferry 
wharf is in that village. There 
are many houses and one 
summer camp in the vicinity. 
The postoffice was 
established about twenty 
years ago. From Eclipse, the 
view is over historic waters. 
The colonists under Capt. 
Smith in 1607 passed in full 
view of the site of the present 
village. In the War of 1861-65, 
there could have been seen a 
great deal of activity, while 
during the World War it was 
in full view of Newport News 
from which so many vessels 
sailed bearing munitions of 
war, supplies and men going 
to the front. 

Driver 

Driver is located on the 

Atlantic Coast Line railroad, 
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at the junction of the state 
highway from Suffolk to 
Portsmouth, being about half 
way between the two, and 
also on the King’s highway 
from Richmond to Norfolk. It 
is surrounded by a rich 
trucking section, which has 
for years supplied large 
quantities of early vegetables 
to the northern markets. The 
Nansemond militia camped 
near there the night before 
the British advanced on 
Suffolk in May, 1779, when the 
town of Suffolk was burned. 
In the early days it was 
known as the “Persimmon 
Tree Orchard”, and a large 
country store was run there 
by Mr. E.J. Driver after the 
War Between the States. 


Near it is the site of the 
home of Major General 
Richard Bennett, the only 
man from Nansemond county 
who has been governor of the 
state, and the Glebe P.E. 
Church built about 1740. Not 
far distant is the Glebe farm, 
one of the few farms of that 
class still remaining in 
Virginia. It was a private 
donation to the church. 


Sleepy Hole, an important 
place in colonial history, is 
also near. That was where the 
ferry crossed the river and a 
large tobacco warehouse was 
established there in the early 
days of the county. 


Being on the highway 
between Suffolk and Norfolk. 
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